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MEMORIES 

OF A MAKHNOVIST 

PARTISAN 




One of those who did not forsake 
the plough but took up arms in 
defence of the Russian Revolu- 
tion, fighting against intervention- 
ists, Tsarists, Whites and Reds, 
and who linked up with the 
Makhnovists, survived to tell his 
story. It is a fascinating account 
of revolutionary Russia as it really 
was. 

This is the second in a series on 
the history of the now defunct 
USSR. It will be followed by ac- 
count of two powerful lies that 
cost thousands of lives, and oth- 
ers yet to come may include se- 
crets of anarchist activity and re- 
sistance now being revealed. 
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armed detachment of two hundred men was set up to mount 
night raids into Zhmerinka, only to scatter when daylight 
came, with its members continuing to do their share of 
work in the village. 

Under the leadership of Vassili Grigoryevitch, five more 
partisan detachments were formed in the neighbouring vil- 
lages of Slomaki, Liudavka, Gamarniaand Krivoi Rog. Each 
of theser numbered about one hundred and fifty men, placed 
under the command of a seconded commander. Each de- 
tachment would have freedom of action, but in the evenmt 
of something big, and at a signal from vassili Grigoryevitch, 
all five detachmenrts would come together imder his com- 
mand. All of these detachments were armed from the dumps 
in the 'Grottoes', where a hospital had also been set up. 
They operated only by night, attacking troop convoys and 
goods on their way out to Germany, wiping them out and 
capturing them. They also attacked the garrison in 
Zhmerinka as weil as the hetman's Varta forces, before 
dispersing to their homes as morning was breaking. 

At the time of the wheat harvest, the partisans used to 
take their machine guns along, hiding in the corn. Small 
Varta detachments or Austro-Hungarian-German occupa- 
tion troops passed close by the fields. The partisans would 
lay ambushes for them and cut them all down with sudden, 
heavy bursts of machine-gun fire. On each occasion they 
would immediately seek out the local commander of these 
troops to report that unknoiwn partisans, emerging from 
the forests, had wiped out one of their detachments not far 
from their village or hamlet, and they used to point them in 
a phoney direction allegedly taken by these fictitious parti- 
sans. In this way the villagers diverted suspicion away 
from themselves. One day, shortly before the threshing of 
the wheat, chief steward Ivanovsky and Kumanovsky, the 



commander of his punitive detachment, were killed by a 
grenade thrown in as they were sitting down to dinner in 
their mansion. 

All the wheat had been gathered into sheaves and it 
was now time for the threshing. Now the thresher had been 
dismantled, the drum being in need of repair. Furthermore, 
Taratki's was the only thresher to have escaped the wide- 
spread destruction of the thirteen neighbouring estates back 
in 1917.The villages in the region were in a sorry predica- 
ment, because not only had their seigneurial estates been 
put to the torch, but the livestock and poultry had likewise 
been destroyed How had that come about? Very simply, 
whoeever was strongest and had the most sons to help 
him had seized the best animals and the finest lands from 
the lord's estates. Plainly these were mostly kulaks, whilst 
the bedynaks (poor peasants) got only the crumbs Even 
when a bednyak had managed, say, to grab a calf, he gen- 
erally would not have had the feed it needed, nor a pen to 
hold it, in so he had no choice but to butcher and eat it. 
Moreover, in most cases, he would have received only a 
plot of the poorest land and did not have the tools to work 
it. So it very often happened that he would ask the kulak to 
plough his holding, in return for which he would commit 
himself and his family to labouring for the kulak. It was above 
all the kulaks who had welcomed Ivanovsky, the chief stew- 
ard, most cordially upon his return and they who reported 
the bednyaks to him as being in their eyes, the source of 
all evil. The bednyaks had to pay dearly for these accusa- 
tions which sometimes cost their very lives. 

All of the neighbouring villages came to regret that they 
had not done the same as had been done in Tartaki, where 
everybody had food to eat and clothes to wear, and there 
there were neither kulaks nor bednyaks. 






